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THE MAKING OF AN AMERICAN SOLDIER: SOLDIERS RAP 


LIBERATION Nev^rs Service 
DRILL SERGEAl^T : When you left your homey you 

were in your mother* s oarey now you're in MY care. 
From now any every time you movCy hreathCy piss 
or blow your nose it will be what I tell you to 
do. From now on you will do as you're told, and 
that is the ORLY way you will do, IS THAT 
CLEAR?! a 

TRAIREES (In chorus): YES SIR!!! 

DRILL SERGEART: Maybe you didn't hear me so 

good — I SAID IS THAT CLEAR?!!!!! 

TRAINEES: YES SIR!!!!! 

— from a tape of Marine Training 

* * * 

'*They try to terrorize you right off the bat,” 
says Steve Boyd, a 20-year-old Vietnam veteran, 
son of a Hartford, Conn., machine shop foreman. 
"They put you in an atmosphere of complete fear. 
They isolate you, strip you of your identity. 

They tell you to stop thinking -- they tell you 
THEY'LL do your thinking for you. Let the Army 
be your mind." 

Steve is leaning back on a rusty folding 
chair in one of the GI -movement coffee houses 
that have sprung up at most of the major Army 
bases accross the country. He pushes his fatigue 
cap back on his head, a short shock of freshly- 
grown yellow hair falls into his serious face, 
"That's why they shave your head -- to take away 
anything that has to do with the way want to be. 
They cut you off from anything that reminds you 
of who you used to be." 

"People don't realize why soldiers march," 
says Staff Sergeant Rick Williams, a husky, 
quiet-spoken soldier of Southern poor-white 
origin. "It's because when you march you don't 
have a mind of your own. You can't think about 
a right face before you get the order, or you'll 
do it before it's time. Once you get a solider 
to march, you can get him to do just about any- 
thing you tell him." 

Williams, whose father was a Marine Sergeant, 
has been in the Army for seven years, and commanded 
a combat platoon in Vietnam. He was a guard 
at the notorious Long Binh Army stockade. "The 


idea of Basic Training is to tear you completely 
and suddenly away from everything that is part 
of your identity. They shave your head, take 
away your clothes, make you send home all your 
belongings, give you all the same clothes -- 
everything to tell you that you're no-longer an 
individual -- you' re a company, and your conscience 
happens to be the company commander," 

* * ^ 

DRILL IHSTRUCTOR: Today you will eat your first 

meal in the Army, I will rim you in in ^two lines. 
This is known as a chow line. You will take^ one 
tray per man. The next thing you will see are 
bins. In these bins are knives y forks and spoons. 
Each man will take one knifcy one fork and one 
spoon. You will put them in your right hand. You 
will hold your tray in both hands. The next thing 
you see will he a cup. You will put this in your 
left hand. You will not talk. You will march 
straight in. You will stand until the order "ready 
seats," When you go into a chow hall you eat 
everything you take. When you are through eating 
you will march outside. You will eat and get out 
of the mess-hall — you will not sit and talk. 

When you get outsidcy you will get into two forma- 
tions and stand at attention until your DI (Drill 
Instructor) gets outside. Everyone will be outside 
when I get outside, IS THAT CLEAR!!!!' 

* * ★ 

"It's like crossing a threshold into a totally 
new world -- and you have no idea what you're 
headed for," says another soldier. "The first 
thing they say is 'you will now form up,' You 
don't even know what a formation is, but they 
purposely act as though you did^ They purposely 
give you orders you can't obey, and then they yell 
at you for making a mistake -- so you'll learn to 
be responsive. The idea is to let you know right 
away that you are in the total control and power 
of an organized structure." 

"The main thing," says a big, burly blond 
soldier, "is fear. You realize that they can do 
anything they want to you. 

"There was this one guy -- I think he was 
mentally sick -- that the DI used to pick out. Once, 
before inspection, the DI hid a coat hanger under 
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this guy's mattress. At inspection, he found it. 
'Starr,' (that was the guy's name) 'you're in the 
Army now. You can't hide shit under your 
mattress, 'he said, and beat the shit out of him. 
Then he tore up the whole room, throwing all our 
stuff around and told us he'd be back to in- 
spect it again in two minutes, 

"Another time, the DI beat the shit out of 
this same guy and when he finally collapsed he 
kicked him in the stomach so he puked. Then he 
opened the door into where we were all watching 
a propaganda movie, stopped the movie and turned 
on the lights so we could all see Starr lying in 
his puke. 'I want you men to look at something,' 
he said, *I want you to see the kind of trash 

we have to put up with,' 

"I just felt sick and scared -- you feel 

like the only thing that matters is that you 
get out -- out of basic --so then you're out, 
but you're out the way they want you out. 

"There was only one guy, a black guy, who 
belted a DI back -- knocked him right on his ass. 
The DI went downstairs and got three other 
sergeants. They held him and beat him for fif- 
teen minutes. He was a little ball lying on the 
floor. They told him to 'get out' -- he 
couldn't walk -- tried to crawl out -- they 
kicked him and he fell on his face. He puked 
blood for a few days. They wouldn't let him see 
a medic . " 

"They consciously keep you confused and ex- 
hausted to lower your resistance," says Steve. 
"Like they'll have seven fire drills in one 
night, the first one two minutes after you get 
to bed. They purposely give you obviously mean- 
ingless things to do -- like clean things over 
and over that are already clean -- just so you 
get used to not thinking that there has to be a 
reason for doing something -- you do it BECAUSE 
YOU ARE TOLD. " 

"Your footlocker has a 'personal area' the 
size of a cigar box," says an Airman. "That's 
all the personal property you're allowed -- you 
can keep five letters that you've been sent a 
week -- if you get more you have to throw them 
out. All the rest of your footlocker is designa- 
ted space -- socks here, shorts here, etc. In 


the center are your stripes, in a certain position, 
held together with a rubber band. When training 
is over you will have the 'honor' of wearing them. 

This is just to give you something to look forward 
to. You are told how to fold your things. They 
must be 'flush' and 'single edged.' They give you 
a 4 by 6 notebook to use as a guide to measure 
your folding. 

"It takes you a while to grasp that they are 
serious about it," continues the shy young Airman, 
a sociology instructor before enlisting to avoid 
the draft. (He was chosen by his Training In- 
structor, the Air Force version of the Drill 
Instructor, to be "House Mouse." "The House Mouse 
gets to clean the Training Instructor's boots, wash 
his dishes, make his bed, do his paperwork," he 
explains.) "But pretty soon you realize they're 
deadly serious about it. Once my T.I, came in 
and said, *I hope I'm not going to find anything 
wrong in your locker, because if I do you're 
going to eat it -- AREN'T YOU, SIMMONS!!!' One of 
my laundry marks wasn't centered and he literally 

made me pretend to eat it." 

* * * 

DRILL INSTRUCTOR: This afternoon you dropped your 

rifle. 

TRAINEE: YeSj sir. 

D.I.: A marine and his rifle are the best weapon 

in the world. You are not a marine yet, arid I 
doubt if you ever will be one, but I'll clue you 
boy, you had best NEVER drop your rifle. You had 
best take better aare of your rifle than you ever 
thought of taking aare of yourself. You got that? 
TRAINEE; Yes, sir! 

D.I.: You had to drop it, huh? 

T.: No, sir! 

D.I.: What do you mean no sir, you dropped it didn't 

you? 

T.: Yes, sir! 

D.I.: Are you calling me a liar? 

T.: No, sir! 

D.I.: Then why did you have to drop that rifle? 

T. : I don 't know, sir! 

D.I.: What do you mean, you don’t know sir. Look, 

your fob is to become a good marine. You had better 
get with the program. 

A 
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'*The way they rc:a*’/ -- treat you 

like dirt and make you k:t: :hc D*.': a^5 -- j.t 
builds up a tremendcus ha:e cha- vast bu.i]ds and 
builds up inside you becau^^- ;.Cv* oai;'t iet it out/' 
Steve Boyd explains "i gus.-s they figure if they 
can build up enough hate :ri you'l. fail tight 

into their stuff/' 

DRILL INSTRUCTOR : Ya. r-orr-.a u.-c u/ here for 

your third phase of buyo^ie^ Ro'o: remem- 
ber one thing: on the ,* uu only teach 

the art of kvlling^ j.yia / 

That*s what I like zo — u man get 

cut here and do some^hir:y' That's all ix taKes. 
It^s not how big you are\ zt'o ho^ g^-oa and aggres- 
sive you are. Make sene ec tcv r'-d doing that 
blade — realize you way.t lo c .u; a rmebody ' s head 
right off his shoulders . 

5 > •* 

"At first you don't ao^'-uaiiy leaiioe the hate 
coming out in you/' says Steve "You notice it 
when you go home on youi tirsi leace Your whole 
philosophy becomes 'I don't gite a tuck.' I'ou're 
quicker than you ever were to have spurts of 
violence and get into fights 

"Then when you go bav.k ro the Army^ vt*s like 
sinking deeper and deeper into cepression every 
mile you get closer to base A.l che things you 
started to gain b^ick in rwo wseks -- yjur personal 
insights, your feelings, every '.ni-ng you relate 
with on the outside y.u feei it slowly slipping 

away from you. That's why guys nang on tc little 
symbols, like beads and stuff ■ ..t s a way to 

relate yourself to your feej.ngs -- because ail 
you believe in is becoiTung bur.ea m-iide you- 

"Then they take all 'hi- tea: and hate and 
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all per^mui fceiing- - you're in such a trance or 
fucked up -^onuition _yOu laugh right along with him 
you don't aitually sec what he's saying and think 
about it 

"One thing the> keep trying to build up in 
your mind is that the pecpie you're going to fight 
are sadistic and inhuman, and you should show them 
no kindness. They keep lellxng you you can't trust 
any of them, They tell you tjiat the Vietcong tie 
bombs right unco babies and explode you and the 
baby. 

"I begin to realize now, the DI's life is 
totally miserable too A man wouldn't choose a job 
like that it's mostly guys with no education -- 
people who this society doesn’t offer any decent 
alternative, it's about the only thing some of 
these guys couid do to gam the "respect" of their 
society. Soci.cty twists them up, and then they let 
all their problems out on you. Like eight weeks 
into my training my Drill Sergeant cracked up com- 
pletely. He beat up his wife put her in the 
hospital -- and psyched out.. They put him in the 
hospital and we got a new one. 

"Ail thatt!a>'onet training stuff," says Sgt . 

Rick Williams, "15 just part of the general psych -- 

to get you in a kill mood- They make you yell, 
kill, kill!' and plunge your bayonet into 
dummies They want you to get used to not thinking 
about it. When somebody says kill, you kill. They 
don't even use bayonets in Nam -- at least they 

didn't when I was there -- it was just to psych 

people to kill, 

"You get to where xt seems the best way to deal 
with a problem i 5 to wipe it out, silence it, put 
It away from you so you can't see it -- even if 
It still exists 

"Alter basic you either have to use that hate, 
or try to get rid of 11. If somebody calls you a 
name, you jump on him. As if it would make him 
think you were not what he called you, 

"The Army piay^ on ycur fear and your ignorance, 

I don't mean siupj.dity, I mean ignorance. They 
make sure ycu’ie ignorant of what they're gonna do 
to you next -- where >ou're gonna go, etc 

"Before guy 5 go in, they should educate them- 
sei-'ES abcui the consequences of certain actions 
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’'They told me if 1 did this stuff T was a 


to fight the fear of the unknown. And they should 
cope with the fear of the stockade -- so it no MAN. And I beiie\/ed them- 

longer seems like the final blow. Once you know "But really I was so scared and miserable,,, 

that, you can deal with it. can you believe I refused to go back home when my 

"It's a basic struggle. You have to remember brother was dying -- 1 was so scared they would 
who and what you were before you went into the Ar- recycle me through basic training again if I missed 
my. But that's hard -- not too many people know-- time. 

and if you don't^the Army tells you who you are." "You see I was the all'American boy from Balti- 

* ^ more. My parents are like suburban upper-middle 

»'T « T ^ ■ class -- I joined the Army because I got bored with 

1 got sucked in -- I was one of their pup- & 

r*Atc *' co^rc ^ ^ -i ^ n i ■ school. My hall was never any longer than it is 

pets, says Uave Rossi, Rossi is a Military Police ^ & 


Sergeant E-5, a big, clean-cut guy, a Vietnam vet- 
eran, and, until he started speaking out against 
stockade atrocities, a stockade guard both in Nam 
and in the U.S, 

"I got to be platoon guide, the Sergeant's 
assistant, and then acting Sergeant -- a candy 
striper. I got the position because I asked for 
it -- not necessarily in so many words he 

thinks back and shakes his head, "as a matter of 
fact, I actually came right out and AKSED for it. 
Guys were fucking up, and I told the Sergeant I 
thought I could make them comply. 

"They turn you against each other. When one 
guy fucks up, we all lost our weekend passes. I 
got to hate the guys who fucked up. So I dedi- 
cated myself to make guys comply to the military 
way -- I really did." he shakes his head again, 

"I was a dedicated individuals 

"I was so dedicated I became team leader and 
assistant squad leader, I really made guys do the 
military thing, I was good at it. I used more 
tact, treated guys better -- but it was the same 
thing -- still the fear thing because they knew 
if they didn't do what I said they were in trouble. 

"How do you get into that mentality? They 
take EVERYTHING away from you. They shave your 
head, strip you of all identity, take away your 
clothes, you're naked and scared in a totally new 
environment. Every hour they hit you with some- 
thing new. All you ever get called is shithead, 
or faggot, or girl -- they degrade you so much 
that you need to do something to prove yourself -- 
to gain some self-respect. Doing good at their 
thing is the only way you can distinguish your- 
self. 

LI BER.'XTI ON News Service 


now," he runs his fingers through his close cropped 
blond hair. "Only the sideburns are new, I was 
gonna become a career officer and save my country 
from communism, except i fell asieep during my 
Co test at 4:30 in the morning, I went to a real 
strict all-Catholic school -- everything in my life 
prepared me to try to succeed at whatever I was told 
to do -- the Army was just a little more so. 

"1 first started to get disgusted with the 
Army when I was a stockade guard. 

"The first thing they teach you is to fear the 
prisoners -- so your immediate reaction is to scare 
the prisoners. That's why some of the stockade 
guards are so brutal. That was three years ago. Now 
adays, the prisoners aren't scared anymore; they'fe 
together -- it's beautiful. 

"I was a tower guard. Would I have shot a 
prisoner trying to escape?" (he thinks a minute). 
"Yeah, sure -- it was my job. I wasn't about to 
question my job then, 

"I especially remember one prisoner. He was a 
Mexican immigrant, A grape picker from Michigan -- 
hardly spole any English, They kept him in seg 
(solitary confinement) for 82 days on nothing but 
rabbit food. He got kind of crazy. He tore his 
blanket in half one night. So they gave him only 
half a blanket. He tore that up, so they took it 
awayj and took away his clothes too, 

"He got a hold of a razor blade one day and cut 
off all his hair -- 1 don't know why. He'd howl all 
night. The guards used to put the hose on him and 
beat him 'til he shut up. One day he tried to burn 
all his hair off, He really burned himself pretty 
bad. 1 remember 1 sprayed him with die hose. But 
it wasn't like to help him -• it was like for a joke- 
'Hah hah, you^re on fire, hah hah, now you're wet, ' 
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It was pretty lousy, I guess , 

*'Then I volunteered for Nam -- I wanted a 
change of scene, I guess I thought it would be 
exciting or something. 

"The first thing I noticed over there was the 
corruption. All the U.S, officers getting rich on 
the black market -- and the way the South Vietnam- 
ese national and military police were just a 
bunch of goons, beating the shit out of their own 
people -- these were people we were supposed to 
be defending. 

"But I still kept saying, *It*s 0„K„, it*s 0. 
K., they can do it* -- only after a while it*s not 
O.K, anymore, 

*'0ne thing that helped was good ole marijuana. 
The first time I smoked it was in Nam. I couldn’t 
understand why it was illegal -- this wasn*t any- 
thing wrong. Grass helped me become aware of 
things I had pushed aside. Grass helps you real- 
ize what*s important and what's not. It lets you 
pull yourself out of a situation and look down 
at it and say, 'What is this shit,' And then you 
come down again and you object. 

"I think it would have happened anyway, but 
it helped me see us being in Nam for what it was-- 
nothing but a money-making motherfucker. 

"I shot at people -- I can't tell if I actu- 
ally killed any, but I was trying, 

"Could I have done what the guys at Songmy 
did?" (He gets very serious, thinks a minute,} 

"Yes, I think I could have done it^ I'm 
talking about the way I was then, you understand 
— but not a baby -- I kind of contradict myself 
I guess -- I don't really think so, Well, if or- 
dered to kill someone, I guess I would have." 

* * * 

Let us assume we lose Indochina, The tin 
and tungsten that we so greatly value from that 
area would cease coming So when the U,S,. votes 
$400 million to help that war we are not voting 
a give-away program- Vie are voting for the cheap- 
est way to prevent the occur^rence of something 
that would he of the most terrzble significance 
to our power and ability to get certain things we 
need from the riches of Indochina 

-- President Eisenhower, 1953 


About half of Vietnam is a "free fire zone," 
Steve Boyd explains 'I spent all of my time in 
Nam in free fire zones,. That*s a place where there 
are supposed to be no allies or peaceful people. 
Anything you see -- shoot it. It puts you under 
unbelievable tension -- you're nervous every 
second, you can't sleep at night -- you find your- 
self constantly shaking. 

"My buddy would sometimes spend the whole 
night whining, 'Mom^ Mom, please help me.* In the 
dark, anything that moves -- shoot it. The villagers 
are supposed to have a curfew, 

"You just try to keep alive. All you think 
about is getting out of there -- everybody just 
counts the days. 

"You just live in a world of fear of every 
gook that's around. You catch on pretty quick that 
the Vietcong has the support of practically all 
the villagers. 

"Could I have done the Songjny massacre stuff?" 

He nods soberly, his eyes far off. "After I was hit 
real bad with shrapnel the first time, if I'd been 
told to wipe out a village, I might have done it -- 
you're momentarily insane. In a state of battle 
fatigue, you straight don't give a fucko I just 
had a natural hate for whatever hit me — gooks^ 

"When I got back home, just a little while 
back, I was playing golf with my father and the ball 
went into the woods. I refused to go into the woods 
after it, I was so scared -- I thought somebody was 
gonna shoot at me — this is in Connecticut, 

"EVERYBODY smokes grass over there, but mostly 
it's a bad kind of smoking, not like sometimes when 
you learn stuff. Over there the more I smoked the 
more I just ran away from my thoughts. 

"When I got home, I was desperate for some 
decent reasons for things in my own mind. I got 
home and I realized that these people that were 
marching were going out of their way to bring me 
home 

"The hardest part is learning about how the 
Vietcong are really right -- how they've got the 
support of their people. It really hurts you when 
you find that Out -- you feel really fucked up -- 
like I killed gooks , I didn't really want to do it 
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but I wasn’t aware that my subconscious mind was 
against it when I did it,'' 

make pr*cgress in this country (Vietncm) y 
it is necessary to level everything. The i>%habi^ 
tccnts must go back to zeroy lose their traditional 
aulturey for it blocks everything.** 

— America^t dvplomat in Vietnam 

**The Vietaong is a powerful force which 
cannot be dislodged from its constvtuency as long 
as the constituency continues to exist.** 

— Samue I R'Lxntingtony Chairmany State 
Department task force on Vietnam 
^ 

"Over in Nam I killed my share of men -- you 
gotta kill Charlie gook before he comes and kills 
youc" The speaker is an AWOL ex-Marine Drill 
Sergeant, He was a member of the Hell’s Angels 
motorcycle gang before he volunteered^ He’s a 
tall>thin highstrung guy, 

"I hated Charlie Cong," he says. "They really 
brainwashed us -- showed us pictures of GIs with 
their heads cut off said that’s what Charlie 
would do to usc 

"I hated all gooks, I walked into a hut once, 
and there was a gook woman and some kids. I just 
blew them all away, rat tat tat" He smiles a 
nervous, broken-toothed smile. "I’d watched my 
buddy step on a land mine. We used to push them 
out of helicopters all the time." He laughs 
nervously again, "I just kicked this one guy out 
with my boot like this" -- he demonstrates, 

"IWe seen bodies, and I’ve smelt bodies. 

You ever smell a burnt body, It’s not funny (he 
laughs]. Most of us are brainwashed where we don’t 
care, 

"I was at Hell’s Pass, you know. Hamburger 
Hill, The gung-ho captain sent 56 marines up the 
hill. About a dozen of them made it to the top. 

We were backing them up. We lost about five or 
six hundred men before we took that hill„ Forty- 
eight hours later we left it. 

"You better not see any brass out on the 
field. Never a Colonel, or a General -- they 
know better, I watched my best buddy shoot this 
gung ho Lieutenant --he poured a full clip into 
Page 6 LIBERATION News Servi 


him -- five- hundred rounds He split him right in 
half (he laughs]; half a Lieutenant here, half a 
Lieutenant there. 

"About half the company saw it, I just grinned. 
We all said Charlie did it. This gung ho mother- 
fucker had gotten almost his whole squad wiped out 
while he hid behind a tree, 

"I came back after getting shot at in Nam, and 
I get the same old shit here.. They made me a DI;, 
and I was rough. Finally,, I said just cause I went 
through this shit is no reason they should, I got 
tired of sending guys to kill and sending guys to 
their deaths. That’s why I went AWOL. 

"Shit» 1 was walking down the block a few 
days ago with two big packages of groceries, I 
heard a car backfire and I hit the ground -- groceries 
all over the place, People stand around and laugh-- 
ha ha ha -- only it's not funny. 

"If I saw a gook walk down the street right 
here [he points out in the street], I’d blow him 
away before you could bat an eye -- I’m a trained 
killer in the year of the pigj' 

* * 

"When I was a guard in the Long Binh stockade ^ 
there were 23 guys there for killing their command- 
ing officers^ and 17 more on trial/' says Rick 
Williams. "They weren’t ail very political guys^, 
but they knew they were pissed off, 

"My most unbelievable experience -- where I 
really learned what communism was all about was 
when I got to talk to some North Vietnamese pri- 
soners . 

"The only way I could get to talk to them was 
to guard them, They were in the prison hospital. 

There were five of them -- four men and a womano 
The woman had had her vagina cut out by some of 
Thieu*s South Vietnajnese soldiers. She was in un- 
believable pain.. One of the five spoke English and 
told me what happened to her., 

"1 expected them to hate Americans. But she 
wasn’t bitter -- she smiled and talked to me,. That's 
when 1 got my first feeling for what revolution is 
all about -- love. They said they had no hatred for 
GIs -- they weren't going to fall into that bag of 
hating- 

''I asked them what 1 could do., They said 
ce (#225] January 14. 1970 more.„. 


* demonstrate j tell people at home what’s happenang 
here. Continue the struggle at home " 
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[Note to editors for above story see related 
graphic in this package and photo of cryii'g sol 
dier on cover of packet #215^ Dec. 3. 1969,, If 
you^ve misplaced the latter, let us know and we' II 
send you another one] 
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GALLEY RALLY A FLOP -- SUPERPATRIOTS DISAPPOINTED 
ATLANTA (LNSJ -- Superpatriots have been 
trying to turn Lt , William Galley, accused of 
playing a major role in the Song My massacre, into 
some sort of a military hero. 

Last month, members of the American Legion 
and the Vetcra’.-i of Foreign Wars planned a rally 
in support of Galley. They expected 3,000 people, 
but only 34 showed up. 

The organizers of the pro-Calley movement, 
while "depressed" about the poor turnout at the 
rally, haven't given up. Now, they plan a 
petition drive to "protest the unjust and un- 
warranted charges" against Galley, The petitions 
are being circulated through Legion and VFW posts 
throughout the Southeast. 

The prosecution of Galley by the Army, the 
petitioncxo argue, is "playing into the hands of 
the Commujiists." 
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RESERVISTS CIRCULATE ANTI-WAR PETITION 
BERKELEY, Cal. (LNS) -- Reservists and 
National Guardsmen across the country -- America's 
part-time military men -- are circulating an 
anti-war petition. "We want to show the American 
public that dissenters against the war include 
men in uniform -- a lot of them," said Adam 
Ilochschild and Robert Scott for the Reservists 
Committee to Stop the War, sponsors of the petition. 
For copies of the petition to circulate and sign, 
write: Reservists Committee to Stop the War, P.O. 

Box 4398, Berkeley, CA 94704. 
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COME, 01Ii'!--Nr:W GAV NI'.WSPAPliR IS PUBLISHED 

NEW YORK ILNSJ -- New York's Gay Liberation 
front lias begun publishing a newspaper, called 
Come Out; Tlic paper, staffed by homosexual men 
and women, is a forum for the gay community. It 
also attempts to link the fight of homosexuals 
against their own oppression to other liberation 
struggles in America. For a sample copy, send 
25(t to Come Out', Box 92, Village Station, New 
York, N.Y- 10014. 

-30 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON REPRESSION PLANNED 
DETROIT (LNSJ -- A National Conference on 
Repression is planned to take place in Detroit 
and Ann Arbor in late January. Sponsored by the 
People Against Racism, the conference speakers 
will include William Kunstler, Jerry Rubin, David 
Hilliard and others. For further information, 
write to People Against Racism, 5705 Woodward, 

Detroit, Ml 48202. 
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WISCONSIN RE-INSTITUTES WOMEN'S CURFEW 

By Collegiate Press Service 

MADISON, Wise. -- CPS/LNS -- IVhile many 

schools have been abandoning women's curfew hours 

(most recently the University of lowaj, the state 

board of regents of the University of Wisconsin 

has voted to re-instate women's hours for freshmen. 

The ruling takes effect in September, 1970. Hours 

for coeds were abolished in 1968. 

The measure, which was passed by the Regents 

over the objection of the university administration, 

sets midnight curfews on weeknights and 2 a.m. 

curfews on weekends. The reason for the move, 

according to one regent, is that many students are 

"immature" and "need guidance." 

The Wisconsin Students Association is taking 

the matter to court, charging the rule discriminates 

against women and that the regents are not authorized 

to make rules governing social conduct. 

The Wisconsin regents have also passed a 

ruling banning the use of bullhorns and other 
methods of electronic amplification at political 
events, while allowing the continued use of such 
equipment at campus carnivals and homecoming. Sev- 
eral students are contesting the ban's constitutionality 
— — _____ 
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INTERVIEW WITH A BRAZILIAN REVOLUTIONARY 


LIBERATION News Service 

(The following interview is with a young 
Brazilian intellectual revolutionary who has been 
travelling outside of Brazil on a mission for the 
organization known as VAR-Palmares „ Ari -* that's 
what weUl call him -- agreed to make this tape 
clandestinely for Liberation News Service,,) 

* * * 

LNS; Could you tell us something about the regime 
in Brazil? 

ARI. Well, the Brazilian government at this time 
IS a military government, with a strong tendency 
to fascism. Pm not saying that it is a fascist 
government, beL,ause it has been uncapable of or- 
ganizing any base among the people to support 
It: It is a repressive govemmento The essentials 
of this repression are directed by the police^ and 
by some secret fascist groups, groups which have 
protection from the police. But this government 
has no political support from the people. It sur- 
vives only on the basis of a repressive police 
power. While this government is essentially react- 
ionary in its policies, it has, at the same time, 
the intention of making some reforms, some econ- 
omic modernization, but without any essential 
social transformation. The objective of this re- 
form to diminish tension in the country and to 
permit vast development of industry and the rest 
of the capitalist economy. 

LNS. Is the Brazilian economy closely tied 
with American interests? 

ARI. At this time, the most important sectors 
of the Brazilian economy are controlled by Ameii- 
can capital. About 50% of the important busi- 
nesses in the country are American. So foreign 
capital is a part of the Brazilian economy, one 
of the strongest economic institutions of the 
country. A second aspect is this - the Brazili 
an economy is fundamentally dependent on the 
American economy not only in the aspect of in- 
vestment, but also in trade relations and foreign 
aid, The Brazilian government is essentially 
in direct relation and collaboration with the U S 

government 

Page 8 LIBERATION News 


And the third point is that the repressive 
policy of the Brazilian government is directly 
dependent on American support-, that this support 
IS given to the military -- to the army directly -- 
and to the police The Brazilian police are 
trained by American police, and Brazilian re- 
pression is directly linked to the American govern- 
ment And if you go to the press, to other sectors 
of society^ you will see that Americans have control 
over all aspects of Brazilian life There are some 
points of disagreement between the Brazilian go- 
vernment and the American government, but these 
axe not essential. There are differences of judg- 
ment about some aspects of Brazilian politics and 
some aspects of the economy, but not over any 
essential points. 

LNS: Up until a few years ago, there was very 

little noticeable political activity in Brazil, 

More recently we We heard about some kind of new 
movement for change„ What are the basic thrusts 
of this movement in Brazil? 

ARI ■ Until 1964 [when a military coup d*etat 
overthrew the capitalist reformist government of 
President Joao Goulart], the popular movement in 
Brazil was essentially a nationalist movement, 
which believed in the possibility of developing 
a national capitalist economy and to develop the 
country in anti imperialist terms but through 
capitalist development. After the coup d*etat, 
the situation became much more clear to the people^ 
They know today that Brazilian capitalism and 
American capitalism are the same thing. It is 
impossible to further national development in 
terms of a capitalist economy. So, after 1964. 
there was a radicalization of this movement in the 
direction of a socialist movement. 

The other aspect, and it is very important, 

IS this. Until 1964 people trusted in the possi- 
bility of bringing about very substantial change 
in the country through legal means Brazilian de- 
mocracy was very much accepted by the people, who 
felt confident it was possible to bring about major 
changes without confrontation, civil war or revo- 
lutionary movements. After 1964, the situatidn 
changed very much, and everyone who today thinks 

that some subst antia l change is necessary thinks. 
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that this will not be possible uithoat a revolu- 
tionary movement and armed snuggle 

LNS: Would you say that the movement is current- 

ly characterized by urban guerrilla warfare? 

ART: At this point, the essential action of 

these groups is in the cities The peasants have 
not been very well organized, and it is in the 
cities that the left and the popular movements 
have had their best support, For a long time, 
the left had sought to start the fight be working 
in the country, with the peasants, but they dis- 
covered that it was impossible to start there, 
since there was no real political and social base 
in the country. The base they had was in the 
cities, so they began fighting in the cities.. At 
this time, the intention is co obtain economic 
resources, weapons and the material base to wage 
a long fight,. 

LNS: Is there an underground press in Brazil? 

ARI : Yes, there is an underground press, but it 

is very difficult to distribute this material. 

This is done very clandestinely People who are 
found with these papers are jailed^ tortured and 
all that. So that it is a very hard thing to 
maintain this kind of underground press -- but 
they have this press in Brazil, and there are a 
lot of publications, most of them mimeographed,, 

LNS; You mentioned the gathering of financial 
resources, and we have read about the many bank 
robberies which are taking place in Brazils 
Could you describe something about how these 
actions take place? 

ARI: Essentially what people do is to study some 

bank and how it functions, They prepare the ac- 
tion very carefully Sometimes they do a small 
action, sometimes a more important bank A lot 
of people are working on this at the moment. It*s 
relatively easy to do this because at least the 
police don't know where the action will happen, 
so they do not control the s..tuation It's rela- 
tively easy as a tactic Sometimes the commandos 
have been very daring In one case they sur- 
rounded a whole block and robbed four banks at 
the same time Sometimes they set up a detour for 


traffic and they tell the people in the cars and 
the pedestrians that they ^ re expropriating money. 
Sometimes they do propaganda work during the action 
They explain the action to the people. Sometimes, 
it's quite funny One man was making a deposit in 
the bank, and he gave his money to the commandos, 

But they said to him. '’Are you putting this money 
in the bank or not?** and he said, *'0h, no, I haven't 
deposited it yet," so they told him, "OK, you keep 
the money, because we rob banks s not people,,*' This 
kind of things reported by the nevvspapers, was very 
well received by the people^ especially the working 
clasSi the low income sectors, 

LNS; What were the main reasons for the kidnapping 
o£ the Amterican ambassador? A lot of people heard 
about that in the U..S. 

ARI; In the first place, everyone in the American 
embassy is an expression of American imperialism in 
Latin America. All actions against these people are 
very well received, not only by leftists, but by all 
the people^. And the second thing is that it was 
very important to denounce the ties of the Brazilian 
government to the American government,. It is clear 
that if the guerrillas would have taken the ambassa- 
dor of Haiti, or any little country in Latin America, 
they would never -exchange the ambassador of this 
country for 15 prisoners. It was a way to show the 
dependence of the Brazilian government on the Ameri* 
can government o A third aspect was that it was very 
important to break the control and censorship of the 
presSo The guerrilla movement demanded the distri- 
bution of a proclamation in all the Brazilian 
publications, radio and television, so all people 
in the country could know the position of the 
guerrillas^ and this was very important. This was 
one of the conditions for the release of the am- 
bassador , 

LNS: Could you say something about how many people 

are involved in the movement and what plans they have 
for growth? 

ART There are a lor of people involved in the move- 
ment At the moment, there are many people who are 
underground, about 1.000 to 2,000 people who are 
being pursued, sought by the police There are also 
people from the movement who are in prison. And 
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there are people who are uorking uitlun the law, 
people not known as leirtiscs or aS supporters of 
the movement -- but they are supporting the move- 
ment, We can say that there is really a lot of 
support for this movement 

LNS : One of the leaders of the Brazilian movement, 

Carlos Marighella, was killed recently Can you 
tell us something about him and also about some of 
the surviving leaders? 

ARI : Carlos Marighelia was one of the main lead- 

ers of the Communist Party in Brazil The Commu- 
nist Party has not taken a revolutionary position 
on the situation in Brazil They think it is 
possible to go back to a democratic government* 
to what they call a re-democraticization of the 
country. 

This position isolates the Communist Party 
and puts it in a position of alliance with liberals 
in Brazil and has made them lose support in the 
popular movement. This situation led Marighelia 
and other leaders of the Communist Party to a 
revolutionary position^ made them get out from the 
Party. Marighelia had a substantial past ex- 
perience of working in a clandestine movement,. 

He was jailed in the time of the dictatorship of 
Getulio Vargas j and he went underground in the 
period after 1947^ when the Communist Party was 
made illegal. He was also a very audacious man 
and he initiated some of these insurrectionary 
actions personally,, He didn't merely command the 
actions,- but he went directly to be in them., 

The other leaders of the movement are es- 
sentially unknown people ^ essentially young people 
from the student movement or the labor movement. 
They are well known among the students and 
among the workers, but not well known in the press, 
not national ly famous 

One person with a national name is Captain 
Carlos Lamarca. He was ^/ery famous at first be- 
cause he was one of those who was responsible for 
the repression against the bank robberies: he 
trained people to defend the banks and all that 
But at the same time he was working for the VAR- 
Palmares* at that time the VPR, the Vanguarda 
Popular Revolucionaria When he concluded it 
was very difficult for him to stay in the Army in 


this position he deiised a plan to take a truck- 
load of weapons from the barracks where he was 
stationed Me carried out this action, and well, 

It was a very important action which demoralized 
the government and the army a lot, 

LNS Marighelia 1 know, was a mulatto Is there 
a significant participation of black and brown 
people in the revolutionary movement? 

ARI; Oh, yes, some of the leaders of the movement 
are black people -- what you call black in the 
United States, what we call mulatto in Brazil, 
and some of tliem are black, we would call them 
black in Brazil-, They have very important positions. 
At this time, a large portion of the black people 
in Brazil are workers.. As the movement goes 
deeper into the working class, you have blacks in 
the leadership of the movement. And that*s what's 
happening now. the movement's going to have very 
important support in the working class Black 
leadership appears at the same time: There is 

no difference between the black leaders and the 
white leaders, there is only one movement. 

LNS: How do the revolutionary groups relate to the 

labor movement? 

ARI: Weil, the labor movement was one of the most 

attacked movements after the coup d*etat. The 
government intervened in all trade unions. It was 
very difficult to reorganize the workers.. The re- 
organization did not involve the trade unions. 

The movement went directly to the plants, to the 
factories, setting up secret organizing committees 
in each factory,- each workplace.. 

LNS: The political organization being directed by 

workers themselves, or by students? 

ARI. By workers themselves ^ the people that work 
in the factory. And this kind of organization is 
very hard because it's very difficult to centralize 
all these small groups in each factory, In 1966, 
when there was some possibility of legal activity, 
this movement could reveal itself publically^ 

There were two particularly important strikes, 
one in Osasco in Sao Paulo,, and one in the Industrial 
City in Minas Gerais These strikes were very 
strong The workers occupied the factories, but 
not with weapons They had no weapons, so the Army 
came directly to the factory and took over, killing 
sever al people in the process There were some 
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attempts at more national strikes by the bank- 
workers, for example. But then the government 
intervened again in all trade unions and kicked 
out the leadership that was elected under very 
difficult conditions. You see, to be elected to 
the trade unions, a candidate had to have approval 
from the political police, so the movement could 
only present as candidates people unknown to the 
police. But even under these circumstances, the 
movement was able to control several trade unions « 
But now, since the government has intervened again 
in all the unions, they will not permit any trade 
union elections^ They know they will lose any 
election they hold. So it's very difficult now 
to carry out etny action, 

LNS: Do women play an important role in the in- 

surrectionary movement? 

ARI: There are scone women whose pictures are cut 

out from newspapers and put on the walls of 
people *s homes — because they rob banks. They 
have a very important participation in all military 
operations, and some of them are important people 
in the leadership of the movement -- in the 
student movement and in the underground movement, 
It*s true that Brazil is a very paternalistic 
country, but the young people in the country are 
undergoing very rapid change, and since the lea- 
dership cf the movement comes from the youth, 
women have a very important place, I'm not 
saying chat there are no differences -- there 
are. But it is true that the hardest armed con- 
frontations have had important participation by 
women -- with guns, fighting, 

LNS: Women are receiving arms and training along 

with the men? 

ARI: Oh, yes. They operate militarily. Some 

of them are famous because they have taken part 
in robberies and they fight with the police. One 
of them was named "The Blond Terrorist," One 
woman in a miniskirt took part in^'the robberies -- 
people talked about that and the press printed 
a lot of sensationalist reporting, 

LNS: Are you able to tell us something about the 

actual arms that are used by the insurrectionists, 
the kind of weapons, how they hope to obtain them 
in the future? Of course, you shouldn't talk 
about it if you can't, 


ARI: No, no, that is public, because the majority 

of the weapons have been taken from the army, 

A montli ago, there was much talk of how one com- 
mando group had come to a barracks with an order 
to make a check of all the weapons, which had 
been recently received from the U,S, They came 
to this State Guard barracks in the name of the 
Army, with a paper from the Army, an official docu- 
ment, They gave it to the commander of the State 
Guard, and they asked for the weapons. So the 
commander said, I need confirmation of that,. So 
they called the command of the Army, and someone 
who answered there said it was OK, they needed to 
check over the weapons because they were faulty „ 

So they gave them all the weapons, about 1,000 
guns, and they put them all in a truck and drove 
off. Several actions like that were carried outo 
So they have arms. Carlos Lamarca, when he left 
the Army took about 200 rifles « The guerrillas 
want American arms sent to Brazil, because then 
they can have them. 

LNS: You have been working with the group known 

as VAR-Palmares . Can you tell us something about 
this group, and where it gets its name from? 

ARI: Well, VAp-Palmares , this group is the juncture 

of two important clandestine groups in Brazil, 
the VPR (Vanguarda Popular Revolucionario -- 
Popular Revolutionary Vanguard) and the COLINA 
(Comando de Libertacao National -- National 
Liberation Command). VAR-Palmares is a national 
organization based on three main sources. One of 
these was Politica Operaria [Workers' Politics), 
the leftist organization in Brazil that made 
revolutionary propaganda in the early sixties but 
wasn't capable of going directly to a revolutionary 
fight. Some of the people involved in Politica 
Operaria left it to try to create a direct action 
organization. And a second group comes from the 
military -- sergeants and others who formed part 
of a nationalist movement that was expelled from 
the army. They have been integrated in the clandes- 
tine movement. A third source was workers who 
had important struggle committees,. They didn't 
want to be involved merely in trade union activity, 
so they got into tlie clandestine movement also.. 

So, as you can see, VAR-Palmares has a very good 
foundation -- with good political formation. 
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theoretical formation, and military formation, 
and people who have had mass activity And sc 
they could create a very strong organization 
The difference betv^;een the VAR- Palmares from other 
organizations, such as the Marighella group, 
is that VAR-Palmares organized a politic'^J group 
with some internal democracy, and very important 
internal discussion, political discussion The 
Marighella group was formed essentially to do 
military operations It lacked internal channels 
for discussion, VAR-Palmares became more de- 
veloped theoretically tlian the Marighella group, 
with a clearer strategic orientation; VAR-Palmares 
fights directly for socialism in Brazil, while 
Marighella thought that socialism must be the 
second phase of the movement, following the 
unificaticri of all popular forces and the estab- 
lishment of a popular government without a clear 
socialist organization. The VAR-Palmares fights 
directly to organize people for socialism and to 
educate the workers and the students in this 
position^ The name VAR-Palmares means Vanguarda 
Armeda Revolucionaria, Arm-d Revolutionary Van-^ 
guard. "Palmares** comes from an important aspect 
of Brazilian history In the time of slavery, 
the slaves in Brazil escaped from the farms and 
organized quilombos -- black communities in 
the Brai-lian jungle These communities were very 
importan* Some of them resisted several years 
and c/.ited important economies. In some cases, 
this .ncluded trade relations with the rest of 
the Brazilians, directly with the cities,- The 
most important of these quilombos was Palmares, 

It was led by Zumbi, a legendary figure in 
Brazil. The fight of the slaves in Brazil is the 
same fight of the Brazilian people today 
LNS: What is the attitude of VAR-Palmares and 

the other insurrectionary groups toward inter- 
nationalism and the world movement? 

ARI: One thing is very important today in 

Brazil The Brazilian leftist movement does not 
now want to be submitted to any international 
direction We want to create our own stragegy 
This doesn't mean that we don't have a part in the 
international fight, that v^e don't conceive of 
ourselves as part of the j nt ernat lonal proletarian 

that, s nr 
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he think in terms of working internationalism, 
but Lhi? internationalism must respect national 
I f f erences , -and differences of strategy It s 
true that Bia^iiian re vol utionaries are very critical 
of the orientation given b)' the Soviet Union 
to the international movement They generally 
are closer to Cuban or Chinese orientation, 
but tins doesn't mean directly accepting the 
international strategies defended by the Cubans 
or the Chinese And the> to make their 

Own criticisms and have the opportunity to judge 
independently what is happening in international 
affairs 

LNS. You referred before in passing to the 
question of torture llcvs torture used by the 
government? 

ARI. Well, torture today is more or less, how 
do you say, a daily activity of the Brazilian 
government. This is carried out by the police 
and the armyj in particular the secret police 
of the Army Some high military officials are 
directly inovlved in the torture Torture is 
common, a daily thing, to these people On occasion, 
the men in charge of torture in Rio have tor- 
tured prisoners all day and all night, not al- 
ways with the intention of getting informatioPo 
Once, just because an Army officer didn't like 
one guy, he extinguished cigarettes on his back 
all day, just because he didn't like him., People 
are so accustomed to giving out torture that 
they do that kind of thing Torture is an 
instrument to obtain information about the move- 
ment, and they torture everybody There are 
several cases of people who have had nothing to 
do With the movement, people who resisted hours 
and days of torture before the police realized 
that they did not know anything A revolutionary, 
in general, has 24 hours to resist That’s 
sufficient time ■■ sometimes ■ for the people 
he knows to discover he's in prison, enough time 
to get away from the place that they have been, 
to take the necessary measures to defend them- 
selves You have 24 hours to do that After 
that whoever is in jail must say something; they 
usually say something I don't know any case 
of people in prison who said nothing The 
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niost refinedo Eiectricai shocks, as ivexl as 
modem psychological forms of torture. They put 
you in a dark room: where you don't know what^s 
happening to you and you receive your food through 
a small hole„ And there are the more direct 
forms of violence^ A very useful thing that they 
use a lot is the ’’pau de arara ' -- the parrot’s 
perch. They tie people up to a stick by the hands 
and legs and let them nang down, letting them 
say there for hourSo lt"s impossible to move., 
and they apply electric shocks and so forth<, 
Sometimes they call the parents of a woman and 
rape her in front of her parents or husbando 
There are all kinds of things tnat they imagine. 
LNS" As this struggle intensxf.es^ given what 
we know about history, theie very good possi- 
bility of interventivTi oy the Armed Forces of 
the United States, How is this atiecting the 
attitude of the insurrecticnary groups, and 
what do you think the American people who are 
opposed to UoSo imperialism should do to support 
the Brazilian movement? 

ARl : All revolutionary movements in Brazil at 

this time have a clear idea that this inter- 
vention will happen. We don t know where, or 
when, but they know that it will come. So all 
are prepared. People think that such an inter- 
vention will create a tighter national unity, that 
will give the revolutionary movement deeper 
support. But the fight will be very hard, 

and it’s necessary to prepare for a very long 
fight because of this. You should know that Bra- 
zil IS larger than the U.So mainiand^ it will 
be very difficult, very hard fox the United 
States to invade a country so big. But they 
will do ito In 1964^, the Arierucan government 
was prepared to do it. This was revealed by one 
of the leaders of the coup d etat of 1964, 

Carlos Lacerda. He said that he Knew that U.S. 
goverTHftent troops had piepaied to invade Brazil 
to support the coup d’etat. The coup d’etat 
was very successful.- so no invasion was necessary 
at that time.. But people expect an invasion. 

1 think that the Ameiican peopie need to be 
prepared for that and to know that. it’s 
necessary to prepaie the consciousness of the 
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also the liberals and ail the sectors, who must 
understand that their country may fight a war 
more terrible than the one in Vietnam -- m 
Brazil c With the small force you have in the 
U.S., you must try to prevent the U.S« govern- 
ment from doing that. Maybe the only way you 
can do that is through revolution. 1 don’t 
think that a real capitalist government will 
give up a country like Brazil to socialism. 

It’s a very important country in the world; in 
Latin America in particular, and in Africa^ be- 
cause Brazil has very important geo-political 
relations with Africa. So it is almost im- 
possible to think that a bourgeois government will 
not invade Brazil, that a new tragedy will not 
happen. 

LNS: Do you have any kind of message for the 

American movement? 

ARI : Well, what you can tell the A^.^rican move- 

ment is that, first what you here is very 
important to us, because it gives very much 
confidence to us about revolution ir cur country. 
We know that what happens here c ever the small 
things that happen in the U.S., have very strong 
repercussions around the world and for us. The 
second thing that I want to say is that we want 
and we expect that you will help us in the dif- 
ficult times that will come. We want you to know 
what is happening with us, and we want you to 
have a real internationalist comprehension of the 
fight. This is absolutely essential, because 
the American left, the American people, are so 
responsible for the history of the world. So 
that’s what we want from you -- that you fight 
in the United States, and that you help us in 
Brazil . 
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YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE MEETS IN MINNEAPOLIS 
liberation News Service 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn (LNS) -- More than 800 
members and guests of the Trotskyist Young 
Socialist Alliance met at the University of 
Minnesota campus o^’er Christmas weekend for 
their ninth annual convention. 

The YSa> which is closely linked to the So- 
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cialist Workers Party, is best known for its work 
in helping to build the mass movement in this 
country for immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from Vietnam. 

Among the resolutions passed by the delegates 

were; 

++ to use the opportunity of upcoming elec- 
toral campaigns to work against the reliance of 
the American people on the Democratic and Republi- 
can parties, and to educate about socialism; 

++ to build for a mass march in the spring 
around the slogan, "Bring All the Troops Home Now!"; 

++ to develop vigorous defense of all black 
organizations now suffering repression, and to 
use the slogan, "Black Control of the Black 
Community" ; 

++ to piuh for campus demands that are anti- 
capitalist and are linked up with other national 
and international struggles. 

The delegates overwhelmingly rejected politi- 
cal papers written by YSA locals from Madison, 

Wise., and Gainesville, Fla., which had sought to 
move the YSA closer to the New Left. The two lo- 
cals wanted the YSA to carry explicitly revolu- 
tionary banners in demonstrations called by anti- 
war coalitions and to adopt the slogan, "Support 
the Vietnamese revolution." They also urged that 
YSAers be present at more militant street demon- 
strations in order to voice criticisms of such 
"ultra-’. ft" demonstrations. 

Th s convention marked YSA’s first formal 
workshop on women ' s liberation . Initial formula- 
tions included women’s right to control their own 
bodies, 24-hour child care centers, equal pay for 
equal work, active recruitment of women into the 
anti-war movement, and support of all women's li- 
beration groups. (Two of the four major proposals 
to the body were written and presented by women, 
and many women speakers contributed to discussion 
from the floor throughout the convention.) 

The body heard greetings from representatives 
of groups affiliated with the YSA through the 
Fourth International (Trotskyist) from Australia, 
France, New Zealand, Denmark, Switzerland and 
Canada, and also from three representatives of 
Palestine liberation groups -- the Democratic 
Popular Front, the Popular Front, and the Hnglish- 
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language newspaper Free Palestine. 

The YSA has been growing steadily since it 
w'as founded in 1960, but its largest growth occurred 
during the past year -- probably due to the break- 
up of SDS . 

Total YSA membership is a little over 1,000, 
with locals in 41 of SO states 40-^ of YSA 
membership are women; S5% students (S'S from 
junior and senior high schools), lO-s are of Third 
World nationalities in the U,S. 
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+++ + + + ++++ ++++++++++++++ +++++ +++++ + + +++++++ + ++++''■ + 
STUDENT NEWSPAPER TURNED OVER TO 

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

By College Press Service 
LA CROSSE, Wise. -- CPS/LNS -- Control of the 
student newspaper of the Wisconsin State University 
at La Crosse is being given to the university's 
Mass Communications Department beginning next 
semester because of the university president's 
displeasure with the paper's content. 

The newspaper, the Racquet, had come under 
considerable fire on several occasions from the 
town's commercial newspaper. The man who has been 
hired by the administration to supervise the 
Racquet next semester is city editor of that paper, 
the La Crosse Tribune. He intends to hold both 
positions . 

The chain of events leading to the paper being 
given to the Communications Dept, is not unique. 
Similar events have occurred in Massachusetts and 
Colorado. Recently the Wisconsin paper has begun 
to take more leftist editorial positions. There 
also came a liberalization in the use of four- 
letter words in the paper. 

The president of the university, Sammuel 
Gates, focused his attack on the use of "objection- 
able" words. Most observers feel that the sup- 
pression of the paper was at least somewhat 
politically motivated. On his front lawn. Gates 
flies an American flag that is reportedly larger 
than any flown on a U. S. military base. 

The newspaper's editor, Janel Bladow, and 
Gates had been at odds most of the semester. 

I’he situation came to a head after the Racquet 
reprinted the article "Student as Nigger." 
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